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David Gallant reviews the latest products and developments for musicians

Instrument News & Reviews

Jody Jazz 
Saxophone 
Mouthpiece HR 
Custom Dark 
Tenor 8* & 10*
As we are used to seeing Jody 
Jazz Super Jets (they have 
become our benchmark metal 
mouthpieces), these hard rubber 
models came as something of a 
surprise and are a very different 
kettle of fish. 

Made from Jody Jazz’s 
proprietary Chedeville rubber, 
a softer, purer form of the 
compound used on regular 
rubber mouthpieces, the 
Custom Dark has curved side 
walls and a large rounded 
chamber. Build quality, as 
always, is excellent, and both 
are beautifully finished. 
There is an added 
brass band to the base 
of the mouthpiece, 
which not only gives 
weight, but also adds 
to the resonance and 
aids harmonics. It 
also helps to protect 
the mouthpiece from 
splitting, if someone 
tries to push the 
mouthpiece onto a 
neck that is too big!

We were supplied 
with both the 8* and 
10* models for test and 

Yamaha 
Vibraphone 
YV2030MS
The recently-released 
YV2030MS Vibraphone from 
Yamaha comes with some 
interesting updates on its 
predecessors.

Height adjustment has been 
made significantly easier, with 
the addition of a gas spring 
system, previously used only in 
Yamaha’s high-end keyboard 
percussion instruments. Also, 
in previous models, the damper 
and damper pedal were linked 
by a metal rod that could 
potentially get bent if the user 
didn’t first loosen the rod’s wing 

bolts. This problem has been 
solved by replacing the metal 
rod with a belt and the wing 
bolts by a buckle. Added to this, 
the conventional dampening 
mechanism has been replaced 
with a new system that moves 
perpendicularly to the natural 
and accidental tone bars, 
contacting them evenly for an 
improved response.

Last but not least, new 
tone bars – made from the 
same aluminium alloy that 
Yamaha uses for its celestas – 
produce a soft, warm tone that 
blends beautifully with other 
instruments in ensembles.
http://uk.yamaha.com

Quivr Tour 
GruvGear
The Quivr Tour must be the 
ultimate piece of comfort kit for 
the globe-trotting drummer. 
Made out of tough nylon 
denier, it is heavily padded and 
functions as both a carry case 
and a backpack. 

There are three zippered 
pockets, the largest of which 
opens to reveal seven stick pair 
pockets to one face, while to the 
other, there are four pockets, 
three of which are zippered, one 
being of breathable mesh. There 
is a useful Velcro strip at the top 
of the stick section which helps 
to secure the Quivr to a floor tom. 
The second pocket is accessed 
from the side of the case and is 
heavily padded with a full length 

zipper. The third is at the top 
of the pack and is the smallest 
of the three. It’s zippered and 
sports a couple of elasticated 
loops. The back of the pack has 
an adjustable padded harness 
and heavily padded ‘Airflow’ 
strips to either side of the back 
panel to wick away moisture and 
aid ventilation.

In practice, sticks, brushes 
and beaters slipped neatly and 
easily into the pockets provided. 
The other four pockets were 
perfect for storing drumkeys, 
cash, cards, passport and so on. 
Our laptop fitted snugly into 
the large padded pocket with 
the side zipper, and the smaller 
zippered pocket to the back of 
the pack with the elasticated 
straps was ideal for storing 

mobile phone, power packs, 
cables and charger. We found 
the grab handle to the top of the 
bag to be on the small side and 
when the bag was fully loaded, 
it proved to be uncomfortable 
and could have done with some 
additional padding.

The Quivr Tour comes with a 
‘HomingPIN’, which allows you 
to register a barcode which can 

identify you as the owner in 
case of loss. The service comes 
free in the first year with a 
nominal annual charge after 
that. While this barcode security 
is an interesting feature, we 
would have ideally preferred a 
simple luggage tag holder, or a 
business card display section.
www.gruvgear.com
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started with the 8*. There is 
a strong rake off at the tip of 
the mouthpiece, so careful 
positioning of the reed is 
essential. Initially we found 
that the mouthpiece was a little 
hard to play, but after changing 
reeds and some judicious 
juxtaposition, we eventually 
found one that produced the 
kind of response that we were 
hoping for – a warm, rich and 
dark sound.

The 10* was a revelation, as 
we thought it was going to be 
hard to play. How wrong we 
were! It turned out to be much 
easier to play than the 8* and 
removed that slight ‘stuffiness’ 
we had got with the other 
model. The sound produced 

was still rich and dark, but 
we found that we could get 
a little more brightness 
and edginess into the mix. 
Articulation was good and 
harmonics were easy to 
achieve.

These are not 
mouthpieces suited 
to big band blowouts 
(the Jody Jazz Super 
Jets cover that ground 
perfectly), but rather 
to the more mellow, 

sensual and sultry tones of 
the lounge bar. 
www.jodyjazz.com
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